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FISA - Foundation

Fédération Internationale des Sociétés d’Aviron

( International Federation of Rowing Clubs)

Founded: June 25, 1892 in Turin (Italy)

Foundation Members: Belgium
France
Italy
Switzerland
Adriatic (is now part of Italy/Slovenia)

→ Since October 2020 : “World Rowing”
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156 Members



World Rowing
Members by continent

156 Members (on Jan 1, 2021)

Europe 46 + 0 = 46

Asia 38 + 0 = 38

Africa 33 + 0 = 33

North America (incl. Central America & Carribean) 20 + 1 = 21

South America 10 + 0 = 10

Oceania 8 + 0 =   8

Total: 155 + 1= 156
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World Rowing Members
number of votes (principle)

3 votes

If a federation has competed at any one or more of the following
regattas: World Rowing Championships, World Rowing Under 23
Championships, World Rowing Junior Championships, Olympic
Regatta or Olympic qualifying regattas and Continental Games
regattas with a total of at least 12 boats during the previous four
year Olympic period.
For all crews entered in the above competitions during the
previous four year Olympic period, excluding mixed crews, at
least 25% shall have been female crews and at least 25% shall
have been male crews.

1 vote

….. of less than 12 boats ...or not fullfilling gender %
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Rosie Maygloythling

Commission Chair - GBR

Jean-Christophe Rolland

President - FRA

Tricia Smith

Vice President  - CAN

Gert Jan Eggenkamp

Treasurer - NED

Matt Smith

Executive Director – USA/SUI

Eva Szanto

Commission Chair - HUN

Patrick Rombaut

Commission Chair - BEL

2021 World Rowing
Executive Committee

Frida Svensson

Athletes Commission Chair -
SWE
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Fuchs (USA)

Equipment & Technology

2021 World Rowing Council
Not member of Executive Committee

Orr (CAN)

Para-Rowing

Batten (GBR)

Rowing for All
Steinacker (GER)

Sports Medicine

Aguirregomezcorta (ARG)

Cont. representative

Americas

Spear (NZL)

Cont. representative 

Oceania

Stadniuk (POL)

Cont. representative 

Europe

Garidi (ALG)

Cont. representative 

Africa

Ho (HKG)

Cont. representative 

Asia

Raslanas (LTU)

Youth Rowing

Ravensbergen (NED)

Women’s Rowing
Chen (USA)

Masters Rowing

Lambert (BEL)

Events Promotion

Hosobuchi (JPN)

Co-opted

Dienstbach-Wech (GER)

Co-opted
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Cookson (CAN)

Indoor Rowing
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New Executive Director

Vincent Gaillard (SUI)
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Events Covered by WR

World Rowing Championships

Open
Under 23
Under 19
Indoor
Coastal (Endurance)
Beach Sprints

World Rowing Cups

World Rowing Masters Regatta

Olympic (with IOC) & Paralympic (with IPC) Regattas (incl. Qualifications)

International Regattas

International Matches (some times with extra specific Rules, cf. CDLJ)
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ER - Foundation

European Rowing
Working group within World Rowing

Founded: 2007

European Rowing Confederation
Independent organisation

Founded: 2018

From 1893 till 1973 : European Championships (FISA)
(World Championships in 1962-1966-1970 and than from 1974 annual)

From 2007 : European Championships (new area)
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46 Members



European Rowing Board

Ryszard STADNIUK (*)(§)

Nebosja JEVREMOVIC (*)

Annamarie PHELPS (*)

Algirdas RASLANAS (°)

Patrick ROMBAUT (°)

Eva SZANTO (*)

Dusan MACHACHEK (°)

(*) Elected by ERC – (°) World Rowing representatives – (§) Chair
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Events Covered by ER

European Rowing Championships

Open
Under 23
Under 19
Indoor
Coastal (Endurance) (from 2022 onwards)
Beach Sprints (from 2022 onwards)



17

European Rowing Rules

To be adopted at General Assembly of Nov. 6 , 2021

It concerns:

DEPARTURES from the WR Rules of Racing

European Indoor Rowing Rules

European Coastal Rowing Rules

Differences: 

Adding the European Events  to WR Rules

Slightly different events & categories
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Belgian Rowing Rules

It concerns:

DEPARTURES from the WR Rules of Racing

Specific Rules for the Belgian Regattas:

Supplementary age categories and distances

Belgian Championships

Progression system (less than 6 lanes)

Athlete licences

NO CONTRADICTION TO WORLD ROWING RULES

See presentation Chantal NEIRINCKX
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Rule Books to consult

www.worldrowing.com

https://worldrowing.com/technical/rules/2021-rule-book/

https://worldrowing.com/technical/rules/2021-world-rowing-rule-book-fr/

App: 

https://worldrowing.com/2021/05/20/the-world-rowing-rule-book-
app-is-now-available/ 

www.rowing.be

https://www.rowing.be/images/2021/kamprechters/roeicodex2021.pdf

http://www.worldrowing.com/
https://worldrowing.com/technical/rules/2021-rule-book/
https://worldrowing.com/technical/rules/2021-world-rowing-rule-book-fr/
https://worldrowing.com/2021/05/20/the-world-rowing-rule-
http://www.rowing.com/
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Rule Books to consult (1)
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Rule Books to consult (2)
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Rule Changes

Who proposes?

MEMBERS

Who decides?

CONGRESS or GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Who applies?

THE ‘ROWING BODY’ CONCERNED & THE JURY/JURIES

When?

POST OLYMPIC YEAR
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Rule Changes - REMARK

Bye Laws

CAN BE CHANGED BY THE WR COUNCIL / ER BOARD 

Who applies?

THE ‘ROWING BODY’ CONCERNED & THE JURY/JURIES

When?

FROM THE MOMENT ONWARDS OF THE DECISION

Example: ADVERTISING 
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NATIONALITY

UNDER 19

DOMICILE

UNDER 23 & OLDER

DECISION – IF DESIRE TO CHANGE: 2 YEARS WAITING TIME

WORLD ROWING CUPS

NO SPECIFIC RULES: RELATED TO THE CLUB

OLYMPIC GAMES

OLYMPIC CHARTER APPLIES
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ENTRIES

WHO?

MEMBER FEDERATION

HOW?

ONLINE

LIMIT?

BEFORE THE SPECIFIED DEAD LINE (9 to 14 days before event)

SPARES?

CAN BE CONFIRMED BY MF WHEN ENTERING CREWS
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CREW CHANGES

WHO?

MEMBER FEDERATION or TEAM MANAGER

HOW?

SPECIFIC FORMS AVAILABLE AT WR REGATTA OFFICE

LIMIT?

BEFORE THE EVENT : 3 HOURS
IN CASE OF ILLNESS : 1 HOUR

NUMBER?

BEFORE EVENT : CREWS – MAX. 50% ROWERS + COXSWAIN
IN CASE OF ILLNESS : THE ATHLETE(S) CONCERNED
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WITHDRAWALS

WHO?

MEMBER FEDERATION or TEAM MANAGER

HOW?

SPECIFIC FORMS AVAILABLE AT WR REGATTA OFFICE

LIMIT?

BEFORE THE DRAW : 3 HOURS
IN CASE OF ILLNESS : BEFORE THE START OF THE ‘ROUND’
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DRAW

WHEN?

AT TEAM MANAGERS MEETING
NORMALLY THE DAY BEFORE THE FIRST RACES

HOW?

LIVE OR ONLINE
FIRST FINAL ROLL CALL TO CHECK BEFORE DRAW

REMARKS

AT WRCH, WR Cups & ERCH : SEEDING (see next slide)
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SEEDING PANEL

WHO?
TEAM OF ‘EXPERTS’ APPOINTED BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
(WR) or BOARD (ER)

PRINCIPLES
TO SPLIT THE ‘STRONGEST’ CREWS IN THE FIRST ROUND.
DEPENDING ON NUMBER OF HEATS, LIST OF TOP X (X=N° of
heats x2) IS ESTABLISHED.
EXAMPLE: 3 HEATS = 6 SEEDED CREWS (#1+#6/#2+#5/#3+#4).
RANDOM DRAW IN SPECIFIC HEAT.
NO ORDER IN HEATS.

REMARKS
NEW COMPOSITION = NEW CREW = NO PAST RESULTS
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ATHLETES WEIGHING

TEST WEIGHING
SCALES AVAILABLE AT LEAST 24 H BEFORE 1ST DAY RACING

PRINCIPLES
INDIVIDUAL AND AVERAGE CREW MAX.WEIGHTS.
SCALE READING LIMITED TO 0,1KG.
WEIGHING IN RACE UNIFORM.
BETWEEN 2 AND 1 HOUR BEFORE THE START.
WEIGHING ORDER: IF ALL PRESENT = LANE ORDER,
ALL ROWERS OF SAME CREW AT SAME TIME.

REMARKS
SPARE ROWER(S) CAN BE WEIGHED IN WITH CREW
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MATERIAL - TECHNICAL

SAFETY
BOW BALL
QUICK RELEASE FOOT STRETCHERS

BLADES
NATIONAL COLOURS ON BOTH SIDES

ADVERTISING
SEE NEXT SLIDE

MINIMUM WEIGHT
SEE NEXT SLIDE + 1.
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MATERIAL - ADVERTISING
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BOAT WEIGHING (1)

TEST WEIGHING
SCALES AVAILABLE AT LEAST 24 H BEFORE 1ST DAY RACING
ALLOWED DURING COMPETITION (PRIORITY TO BOATS TO 
WEIGH AFTER THE RACE).

PRINCIPLES
SCALE READING LIMITED TO 0,1KG.



34

BOAT WEIGHING (2)

PRINCIPLES (2)



End of procedure

YES

Printing and signing 

the result

Weight 

OK ?
YES

Weighing selected 

boat again

Checking the scales 

and signing

Boat UnderWeight

BUW

Printing and signing 

the result

NO

NO

35

Weighing selected 

boat

Weight 

OK ?

BOAT WEIGHING (3)
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WRCH & WRCups
Clothing and Blade Colours – Members of the same crew shall compete in identical 
clothing

Rigorous uniformity

ATHLETES - UNIFORMITY
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Rigorous uniformity

A B A C

INTERNATIONAL REGATTA
Clothing and Blade Colours – Members of the same crew may compete in identical 
clothing or use their won club uniform/blade.

ATHLETES - UNIFORMITY
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ATHLETES - ADVERTISING
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THE RACE – WEATHER (1)

FAIRNESS COMMITTEE
TEAM OF ‘EXPERTS’ APPOINTED BY EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE (WR) or BOARD (ER) 

DUTIES
TO MONITOR WEATHER CONDITIONS.
TO EVALUATE WEATHER FORECAST(S).
TO DECIDE ON THE LANES TO USE OR OTHER MEASURES

REMARKS
DECISIONS TO BE IMPLEMENTED BY THE JURY
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THE RACE – WEATHER (2)

ORDER OF DECISIONS

1. USE LANES WITH SAME CONDITIONS

2. POSTPONE RACING

3. BRING FORWARD RACING

4. SUSPEND RACING

5. BEST CREWS OF PRECEEDING ROUND IN BEST LANES (*)

6. SHORTEN DISTANCE

7. TIME TRIAL IN 1 or 2 LANES 

(*) with draw between equal ‘ranked’ crews
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THE RACE – THE START

TYPES

1. WITH ROLL CALL

1. > 5 min

2. 5 min – 2 min

3. 2 min

2. WITHOUT ROLL CALL “ QUICK START “

START ZONE

100 meter zone
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THE REAL RACE

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CREWS

1. RIGHT TO THE ASSIGNED LANE

2. CREW CAN LEAVE THEIR LANE ON CONDITION THAT:

2.1. NO OBSTRUCTION TO OPPONENTS

2.2. NO ADVANTAGE TO THEMSELVES

3. RIGHT TO OBJECT ANY RACE SITUATION OR ANY DECISION (NOT) 

TAKEN BY WHATEVER JURY MEMBER

4. ONCE AN OBJECTION IS INTRODUCED THE JURY MEMBER NEEDS 

TO ANNOUNCE A DECISION (WITHOUT TIME RESTRICTIONS)



ANALYSIS AFTER AN OBJECTION
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Has a crew been disadvantaged?

No Yes

Has the disadvantage affected the

ranking of the obstructed crew?

No
Yes

Confirm the result !

Exclusion of the obstructing crew

Will this exclusion give back the

chances to the obstructed crew?

Yes

Confirm the result !
“Rerow” between those crews, 

whose ranking has been affected.

Regular race !

No



DEN ITABELCANGERFRA

1 32 6540

3

2

1

???????????????????????????????????????

???



1 CAN

2 DEN

3 BEL

4 GER

5 FRA

6 ITA

DEN ITABELCANGERFRA

NO PENALTY

RESULT OK



1 DEN

2 CAN

3 BEL

4 GER

5 FRA

6 ITA

DEN ITABELCANGERFRA

DEN EXCLUDED

CAN 1st , etc.



1 DEN

2 BEL

3 GER

4 FRA

5 CAN

6 ITA

DEN ITABELCANGERFRA

DEN EXCLUDED

REROW BEL-GER-FRA-CAN
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THE RACE – THE FINISH

PROCEDURE

1. ORDER BOW NUMBERS CROSSING FINISH LINE

2. MATCHING CREW NAMES WITH BOW NUMBERS

3. CHECKING FINISH TIMES ON PHOTO FINISH (ALWAYS AT WR/ER)

4. CONTROL OF INTERMEDIATE TIMES (IF ANY)

5. CHECKING PROGRESSION SYSTEM – (NON)QUALIFIED CREWS

DEAD HEAT

WHEN NO DIFFERENCE CAN BE IDENTIFIED BETWEEN 2 OR MORE 

CREWS – CONSEQUENCE: DEPENDING ON “THE SITUATION”
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PROGRESSION SYSTEM (1)

PRINCIPLES

1. DIFFERENT CASES, DEPENDING OF N° OF PARTICIPANTS

< 6 21-24
7-8 25-30
9-10 31-36
11-12 37-40
13-15 41-48
16-18 > 48
19-20

2. BASED ON RANKING, NOT ON TIMING (except WORLD CUP)

3. IF OPTIONS (ALWAYS 2) CHOICE FOR MOST “BALANCED”

4. SEEDED CREWS ARE NOT TAKEN IN ACCOUNT 
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PROGRESSION SYSTEM (2)
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OBJECTION/PROTEST/APPEAL

4 JUDICIAL STEPS

1. OBJECTION CREW

2. PROTEST TEAM MANAGER

3. APPEAL TEAM MANAGER

4. COURT OF ARBITRATION OF SPORT MEMBER FEDERATION
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OBJECTION/PROTEST/APPEAL

OBJECTION

1. TO A JURY MEMBER

2. BY RAISING THE ARM or ORAL (PARA – ROWING)
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OBJECTION/PROTEST/APPEAL

PROTEST

1. TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE JURY

2. WRITTEN

3. € 100

4. ANALYSIS AND DECISION BY BOARD OF THE JURY

= 3 JURY MEMBERS (P of J + 2 JURY MEMBERS NOT INVOLVED)

5. WRITTEN REPORT ON DECISION
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OBJECTION/PROTEST/APPEAL

APPEAL

1. TO WORLD ROWING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

2. WRITTEN

3. € 100

4. ANALYSIS AND DECISION BY WR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

5. WRITTEN REPORT ON DECISION

6. FINAL DECISION WITHIN WORLD ROWING
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OBJECTION/PROTEST/APPEAL

APPEAL TO COURT OF ARBITRATION OF SPORTS

1. TO C.A.S. (Lausanne)

2. WRITTEN

3. WITHIN 3 WEEKS AFTER APPEAL DECISION OF WR

4. ENQUIRY AND HEARING

5. WRITTEN REPORT ON DECISION

6. FINAL DECISION WITHIN “WORLD OF SPORT”
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ANTIDOPING CONTROL

ROLE OF JURY

1. HELPING TO IDENTIFY THE ATHLETES, CHOOSEN FOR 

CONTROL

TYPES

1. OUT OF COMPETITION

2. AT COMPETITION

ADA’s

1. WADA

2. ITA

3. NADA
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? LANE ALLOCATION BY ATHLETES

ACTUAL SITUATION

MIDDLE LANES ALLOCATED TO BEST CREWS OF PREVIOUS ROUNDS, 
ETC.

PROJECT

TO ALLOW THE CREWS TO ALLOCATE THE LANE BY THEMSELVES

PRIORITY TO BEST RANKED OF PREVIOUS ROUND

LOT OF TECHNICAL AND PRACTICAL ISSUES TO BE SOLVED
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? CREW INTRODUCTION DURING START

ACTUAL SITUATION

CALM AND SILENT IN START AREA – ONLY STARTER’s VOICE

PROJECT

MORE INTERACTIVE INTRODUCTION OF THE CREWS

BETWEEN 2 MINUTES AND 40 SECONDS BEFORE THE START

PUBLIC APPLAUS TO BE HEARD IN START AREA AND POSSIBLE 
REACTIONS FROM THE CREWS
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COASTAL ROWING & BEACH SPRINTS (1)

2 TYPES

1. ENDURANCE
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COASTAL ROWING & BEACH SPRINTS (2)

2 TYPES

2. BEACH SPRINT
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COASTAL - ENDURANCE

BOOSTING ROWING FORMAT WITH A LOT OF POTENTIAL
NEW MEMBERS
NEW LOCATIONS
NEW KIND OF ROWERS
OLYMPIC FUTURE ?

A LOT OF CHALLENGES
QUICK EVOLUTION
STILL BASIC RULES WITH A LOT OF “GAPS”:
➢ FALSE STARTS
➢ OBSTRUCTIONS
➢ MATERIAL
➢ COMMUNICATION
➢ QUALIFICATION ON TIME
➢ TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT
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COASTAL - ENDURANCE
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COASTAL - ENDURANCE
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COASTAL - ENDURANCE
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COASTAL – BEACH SPRINT
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COASTAL – BEACH SPRINT
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The future



2022 World Rowing Events

World Rowing Cup 1 BELGRADE SRB 

 2 POZNAN POL 

 3 LUZERN SUI 
 

WRCH  RACICE CZE 
 

WRJCH  VARESE ITA 
 

WRU23CH  VARESE ITA 
 

WR Masters Regatta LIBOURNE FRA 
 

WR Beach Sprint Finals 

& WRCCH  SAUNDERSFOOT GBR 
 

FISU WORLD UNIVERSITY  

SUMMER GAMES CHENGDU CHN 
 

ERCH  MUNICH GER 
 

ERU23CH  HAZEWINKEL BEL 
 

ERJCH  SABAUDIA ITA  
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2023 World Rowing Events

World Rowing Cup 1 ZAGREB CRO 

 2 VARESE ITA 

 3 LUZERN SUI 

 

WRCH  BELGRADE SRB 

 

WRJCH  PARIS FRA 

 

WRU23CH  PLOVDIV BUL 

 

WR Masters Regatta PRETORIA RSA 

 

WR Beach Sprint Finals 

& WRCCH  SABAUDIA ITA  

 

ERCH  BLED SLO 

 

ERU23CH  ROSTOV-ON-DON RUS 

 

ERJCH  BRIVE-LA-GAILLARDE FRA 
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2024 World Rowing Events

World Rowing Cup 1 T B A (2021)  

 2 MUNICH GER 

 3 LUZERN SUI 

 

WRCH  ST.-CATHARINES CAN 

 

WRJCH  ST.-CATHARINES CAN 

 

WRU23CH  ST.-CATHARINES CAN 

 

WR Masters Regatta BRANDENBURG GER 

 

WR Beach Sprint Finals 

& WRCCH  T B A (2021) 

 

ERCH  SABAUDIA ITA 

 

ERU23CH  DUISBURG GER 

 

ERJCH  MINSK BLR 
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Future challenges

2024 & 2028 Olympic Programme

2028 Olympic Rowing Course

New formats – events

Inclusion of rowing in 
Continental/Regional Games
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REMINDER

Top Priority:

«Maintain Rowing’s Strong position 
in the Olympic Movement»
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DECISION OLYMPIC 

PROGRAM 2024

73

M 1X W1X
M2X W2X
M4X W4X
M2- W2-
M4- W4-
M8+ W8+
LM2X LW2X

# “seats” at og 2024 = 502 (OG 2020 = 526 – OG 2016 = 550)

2024 Olympic rowing events = 2020
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DISCUSSION OLYMPIC 

PROGRAM 2028
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M 1X W1X
M2X W2X
M4X W4X
M2- W2-
M4- W4-
M8+ W8+
LM2X LW2X

Proposal to be replaced by Coastal events:

Beach Sprint has the preference

3 events in discussion: M1X – W1X – Mix2X
14 -> 15 events ( and same n° of athletes)

No more Lightweights
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2024 Olympics

✓ Paris

75



2024 Olympics

✓ Paris
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2024 Olympics

✓ ParisOpening 2019 !
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2028 & 2032 Olympics

✓ 2028 : LOS ANGELES
✓ 2032 : BRISBANE
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2028 Olympic Regatta Course

Olympic Village

Long Beach

Lake Perris
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2028 Olympic Regatta Course
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2028 Olympic Regatta Course

1675 m ….
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2028 Olympic Regatta Course



Anti-Doping !
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Thank you!
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